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AT  MISSION  MEETING  AMONG  THE 
MOUNTAINS  OF  JAPAN 

GEORGE  T.  SCOTT 


F you  could  have  shared  with  us  the 
helpful  inspiration  of  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  Japan  Mission  at  Karuizawa,  a 
heightened  hope  and  purpose  would 
be  yours.  Leaving  the  damp  and 
debilitating  heat  of  the  southern  plain,  where  most 
of  their  work  lies,  our  seventy-five  Presbyterian 
missionaries  assembled  for  their  annual  business 
session  of  a week  or  ten  days  in  a wooded  village 
in  the  mountains;  to  the  east  rise  the  jagged  pine- 
clad  Japanese  Alps  and  the  sun  sets  in  marvelous 
glory  behind  the  rolling  smoke  clouds  of  the  tower- 
ing volcano  Asama.  With  the  smoking  summit  in 
full  view  and  with  ash  and  lava  all  about,  the 
Mission  gathers  in  a quiet  cottage  deep  among  the 
pines  and  maples,  reviews  the  past  year  and,  with 
great  faith  in  God  and  pitiably  small  resources  from 
His  children  in  the  homeland,  plans  with  hopeful 
courage  the  work  of  the  future.  We  may  well 
rejoice  in  the  devotion  and  wisdom  with  which  our 
Japan  Mission  is  promoting  the  cause  of  Christ 
with  great  diversity  of  method  and  full  harmony  of 
spirit;  the  veterans  who  have  borne  the  burden  for 
four  decades  gladly  accommodate  plans  and 
methods  to  the  progressive,  energetic  programs  of 
the  recruits  of  recent  years. 
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Evangelical  Missions  during  their  half  century 
in  Japan  have  had  an  environment  largely  un- 
favorable to  the  culture  of  Christian  ideals  and  life. 
The  early  missionaries  were  beset  and  nearly  dis- 
traught with  many  limiting  barriers;  but  with  un- 
daunted patience  they  lived  and  taught  the  resist- 
less Gospel  of  love  and  today  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  Japan  is  a virile,  growing  body  of  strong, 
true  Christians.  The  field  now  presents  less  diffi- 
culty, for  the  new  world  spirit  is  bringing  to  Japan 
an  openness  of  mind  and  an  increasing  sense  of  the 
inadequacy  of  old  beliefs  and  practices.  This 
gives  Christianity  its  opportunity  for  service  in 
public  and  private  life.  Superstition,  agnosticism, 
unregenerate  selfishness,  licensed  and  gilded  vice, 
alcoholism,  all  oppose  and  all  challenge  missionary 
activity. 

In  a railway  car  with  us  were  several  little 
geishasj  guarded  by  older  women  lest  they  escape. 
As  we  write,  stolid  Buddhist  pilgrims  trudge  past 
our  hotel;  thousands  of  them  tramp  all  over  the 
country  from  holy  place  to  holy  place  to  pay 
homage  at  the  favorite  shrines.  The  soil  of  Japan 
is  hard,  but  the  seed  of  the  Word  has  abounding 
life;  just  outside  our  window  lilies  have  rooted 
themselves  in  a wall  of  rock  and  lift  heavenward 
their  fragrant  blossoms  of  white  and  gold. 

The  sowing  and  the  reaping  involve  many 
methods  and  demand  careful  study,  and  the  Annual 
Mission  Meeting  is  a council  on  ways  and  means. 
Between  the  initial  Communion  Service  and  the 
election  of  new  officers  at  the  close  came  a long. 
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complex  docket  of  business.  Twenty-six  Com- 
mittees presented  reports  and  recommendations 
on  scores  of  questions;  discussion  is  full,  frank 
and  keen;  there  is  universal  suffrage,  majority 
rule  and  absolute  goodwill.  The  strain  was  broken 
and  the  true  perspective  kept  by  a recess  and  a 
devotional  hour  each  morning,  the  general  theme 
being:  “Good  things  that  have  come  out  of  the 
war.”  The  vesper  service  on  Sunday  was  of 
peculiar  spiritual  power  and  invigoration ; the 
deepest  needs  of  each  station  were  outlined  and 
earnest  prayer  for  them  was  led  by  a member  of 
another  station.  Constant  committee  meetings  and 
conferences  crowded  the  week  days  and  nights, 
and  the  steady  expenditure  of  mind  and  heart  was 
exhausting  for  all.  In  a brief  letter  one  cannot 
even  mention  the  many  problems  before  the  Mission, 
but  each  of  them  would  interest  you.  How,  for 
instance,  would  you  distribute  a force  of  workers 
only  half  large  enough  to  staff  the  station?  Would 
you  use  the  few  new  reinforcements  to  keep  stations 
open  or  send  these  recruits  to  language  school  and 
close  a couple  of  stations?  In  co-operative  work 
would  you  jeopardize  your  relations  with  the  native 
church  or  with  a sister  mission — one  being  inevit- 
able? For  the  sake  of  union  just  what  and  how 
much  would  you  sacrifice?  In  theological  educa- 
tion, what  is  essential  and  universal  and  what  is 
only  incidental  and  occidental?  Would  you  place 
uniform  heavy  furniture  in  all  mission  residences  to 
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save  expense  in  moving?  If  twenty  requests  for 
new  property  seemed  equally  urgent,  in  what  order 
would  you  arrange  them  in  a preferential  list?  With 
the  cost  of  living  advanced  200  per  cent,  and  the 
Board  carrying  a burdensome  deficit,  how  much  of 
a raise  in  salary  would  you  ask?  So  it  goes  for 
ten  days  at  Mission  Meeting. 

The  opportunities  of  increased  Christian  service 
are  numerous  and  compelling.  We  are  especially 
impressed  with  the  possibilities  of  the  new  union 
Tokyo  Woman’s  College;  the  enrollment  of  quali- 
fied and  earnest  students  far  exceeds  the  most 
sanguine  expectations;  in  this  land  of  the  Rising 
Sun,  we  have  a rare  chance  to  develop  the  leaders 
for  the  new  day  that  is  dawning  for  womanhood. 
Another  strong  challenge  is  the  larger  use  and 
proper  support  of  trained  Japanese  evangelists  and 
teachers;  our  missionaries  feel  this  need  so  urgently 
that  to  meet  it  they  have  made  large  personal 
sacrifices.  Japan,  even  more  than  other  nations, 
must  be  evangelized  by  its  own  nationals,  whose 
training  and  temporary  maintenance  is  our  present 
and  pressing  duty.  Another  objective  which  was 
long  ago  assigned  to  us  Presbyterians  is  the  ade- 
quate missionary  occupation  of  a number  of  under- 
staffed stations  in  regions  for  which  we  have 
assumed  sole  responsibility ; the  present  under- 
manning necessitates  far  too  much  dislocating  of 
missionaries  in  order  to  fill  gaps  in  the  thin  front 
line;  Japan  calls  for  strong  reinforcement  in  the 
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next  few  years  and  offers  abundant  and  satisfying 
return  on  the  inconspicuous  investment  of  an  un- 
selfish life.  Various  Christian  agencies  are 
successfully  promoting  general  moral,  industrial 
and  social  reform,  the  rescue  of  unfortunate  girls 
and  the  redemption  of  drunkards  and  lepers;  these 
and  a dozen  other  movements  are  inspired  and  led 
by  missionaries.  The  outlook  for  Christianity  is 
constantly  brightening;  hope  and  unselfish  love  will 
eventually  reveal  the  strong  Son  of  Righteousness. 
Difficulties  merely  call  for  continued  effort;  inter- 
national infelicities  simply  summon  us  -Christians 
to  more  earnest  and  sympathetic  endeavor  to  help 
leading  countries  to  recognize  and  follow  the  plans 
of  the  God  of  nations.  Ambitious  materialism 
never  succeeds  or  satisfies. 

Every  visitor  would  like  to  write  a book  about 
this  interesting  land  and  people.  So  much  of 
“Japan  is  set  up  on  edge  for  scenery”  that  the  re- 
maining land  must  be  cultivated  intensively  to 
support  an  overflowing  population;  roads  and  paths 
are  kept  very  narrow  and  everybody  works  in- 
dustriously and  ambitiously.  The  constant  clatter- 
clatter  of  wooden  clogs  on  pavements,  mingled 
with  the  jingling  bells  of  the  jinrikisha  would  make  a 
puzzling  phonograph  record;  and  for  a moving 
picture  to  entertain  a girls’  college  in  America  we 
would  like  to  show  a few  reels  of  women  serving 
the  slightest  whims  and  comforts  of  men — no  fly 
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can,  with  impunity  from  a lady’s  fan,  approach 
her  lord  and  master.  Dashing  automobiles  honk- 
honk  past  the  sounding  gongs  of  age  old  temples, 
and  men  in  graceful  Oriental  garments  and  cheap 
hats  sit  on  their  feet  on  a railway  car  seat  and  pufl 
the  smoke  of  innumerable  cheap  cigarettes  into  any 
faces  near  them.  Buddhism  is  adopting  the 
methods  and  hymns  of  Christianity,  striving  vainly 
to  grow  fruits  without  roots.  Imperial  militarism 
is  losing  its  grip  and  the  glamour  of  gold  has 
emptied  the  military  schools  and  created  many 
commercial  colleges.  The  war  brought  great 
wealth  to  a few  people,  increasing  the  discontent 
and  restiveness  of  industrial  workers,  one-half  ol 
whom  are  women  and  girls.  General  manhood 
suffrage  has  become  literally  a matter  of  life  and 
death,  for  the  spirit  of  democracy  is  fast  infusing 
the  social,  economic  and  political  organisms,  with 
modernism  as  the  national  motto.  Past  and 
present  are  strangely  met.  How  long  will  the  old 
bottles  hold  the  new  wine? 

Just  now  the  great  bell  of  a Buddhist  temple 
comes  booming  across  the  beautiful  valley  of 
Nikko;  some  devotee  pays  and  prays  that  its  ring- 
ing may  awaken  and  call  the  attention  of  a god. 
May  that  bell  and  the  thousands  of  gongs  rung  by 
millions  vainly  seeking  a god  call  us  to  tell  them 
of  the  only  God,  the  God  that  is  seeking  them? 
Let  us  aid,  in  every. way,  this  wonderful  work  of 
giving  the  Gospel  to  Japan. 
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Women’s  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church, 

Room  818 — ‘156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City. 


‘Price,  6 Cents  £ach. 
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